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SUBJ: CODETERMINATION LEGISLATION VETTER ATTACK ON AMERICAN 
CHAMBER POSITION 

LON OCTOBER 16 FRIEDERICH BECHTLE AND HANS SCHMIDTGEN, 

CO CHAIRMEN STUTTGART CHAPTER OF THE ATLANTISCHE 
GESELLSCHAFT, PROMINENT LOCAL INDUSTRIALISTS, AND 
LONG-TIME ASSOCIATES OE CONSULATE GENERAL, EXPRESSED 
TO CONSUL GENERAL GREAT CONCERN ABOUT DGB CHAIRMAN 
VETTER'S ATTACK ON AMERICAN CHAMBER'S POSITION ON 
CODETERMINATION LEGISLATION. BECHTLE ALSO TROUBLED BY 
LACK OF FIRM PUBLIC REBUTTLE TO VETTER’S POSITION, 

CLAIMING THAT HE HAD lUST LEARNED THAT MORNING THAT 
OF SIXTY OR SO REPRESTATIVES OE INDUSTRY INVITED 
TO TESTIEY ON LEGISLATION IN BUNDESTAG, LARGE NUMBER 
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CLAIMED THAT RELATIVELY CONSERVATION PRESS IN BADEN- 
WUERTTEMBERG WAS TREATING SUBJECT GINGERLY. BECHTLE 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT U.S. IN SOME OFFICIAL CAPACITY 
WOULD AT LEAST ENDORSE RIGHT OF CHAMBER AS PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING U.S. ECONOMIC INTERESTS TO 
EXPRESS ITS VIEWS. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, RUDOLPH BERNHARD OF "STUTGARTER 
NACHRICTEN," WHO FREQUENTLY TAKES SPD VIEWPOINT, 

REFERRED TO VETTER'S "UNFORTUNATE REMARKS. ...DEMON- 
STRATING UNION'S INTOLERANCE AND STRIVING FOR MORE POWER " 

AND TO TENDENCY OF MANY PEOPLE UNDER SLOGAN OF "GREATER 
DEMOCRATIZATION " TO FORGET THIS ALSO MEANS "GREATER 
POLITICALIZATION." IN LUKEWARM ARTICLES ON OCTOBER 
16 AND 17 ON GENERAL SUBJECT OF CODETERMIATION 
"STUTTGARTER ZEJTIING" RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT COORDINA- 
TION OF GERMAN LAW WITH LAWA OF OTHER COUNTRIES OF EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY AND NECESSITY FOR CHECKING LEGISLATION AGAINST U.S.- 
GERMAN TREATY, WITH POSSIBLELITY OF HAVING TO PAY 
RESTITUTION TO U.S. FIRMS. OCTOBER 16 ARTICLE CON- 
CLUDES RE LATTER POINT, HOWEVER, THAT NOTHING STANDS 
IN WAY OF PASSING LEGISLATION. IT CITES REPORTED MARCH 13 
STATEMENT BY SPECIAL TRADE REPRESENTATIVE W.D. EBERLE THAT 
"CODETERMINTATION WILL NOT BE THE DETERMINING FACTOR IN 
FUTURE INVESTMENT. EACH COUNTRY HAS ITS OWN LAWS. 

ENTERPRISE ACCEPTS THEM AND LEARNS TO LIVE WITH THEM. 

THE ECONOMIC CLIMATE IS THE DETERMINING FACTOR FOR 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT." JENKINS 
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